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Mission Statement 

The Centre County Conservation District is a committed, professional agency functioning as the primary local source of 

assistance to all individuals and organizations who benefit from the countyõs natural resources that we collectively strive to 

sustain and improve. 
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The Centre County Conservation District sponsored the 34th annual Centre County 

Envirothon on May 9, 2018 at Bald Eagle State Park. Thirteen teams from Central 

PA Institute of Science and Technology, St. Josephôs Catholic Academy, Penns 

Valley Area, Bald Eagle Area, Bellefonte and State College Area high schools 

participated on a beautiful spring day. The Envirothon tests studentsô knowledge 

of the following five subject areas: Aquatic Ecology; Forestry; Soils and Land 

Use; Wildlife; and the Benefits of Grassland and Pasture Management, the current 

environmental issue topic for 2018. 

For the second consecutive year, a team from Penns Valley Area high school cap-

tured the County Envirothon title. The Penns Valley I team scored 387 out of a 

possible 500 points. Team members Nicholas Kubalak, Jared Kines, Zachary 

Limbaugh, Olivia Krum and Abby Zajaczkowski also achieved the highest scores 

at the Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, and Soils and Land Use stations. The State Col-

lege ñSwamp Dawgzò team placed second with a score of 386 and also achieved 

the highest scores at the Wildlife and Current Issue stations. The Bald Eagle Area 

I team placed third with a score of 331. John Howell is the Penns Valley Area  

advisor.   

2018 Centre County Envirothon 

The Penns Valley I team repre-

sented Centre County at the 

Pennsylvania Envirothon on 

May 22 and 23 at the Susque-

hanna University and Camp 

Mount Luther. The Penns  

Valley team placed 19th of the 

65 county teams participating. 

Carmichaels Area High 

School, Greene County won 

the Pennsylvania Envirothon 

championship and represented 

Pennsylvania at the National 

Conservation Foundation 

North American Envirothon in 

late July at Idaho State Univer-

sity in Pocatello, Idaho where 

they placed 18th of the 50 

teams participating. 

Penns Valley I Team (from left) Olivia Krum, Abby Zajaczkowski, Nicholas Kubalak,  

Advisor-John Howell, Jared Kines, Zachary Limbaugh 
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BUILDING A HOUSE OR PERMANENT STRUCTURE?? 
 

Do I need a permit?  
  PERMIT(s): This term is shared by many different levels of government- federal,  state, 

and local; as well as their regulating agencies. It also means different things or require-

ments among every private person! From CCCD office- we use the term to refer to  

 Environmental permit(s) in particular, specifically related to PA and Federal regulations  

 related to:  Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (earth disturbance activities) and Stream/

Floodway or wetland activities.  

 

Who?  You, the Property Owner, Operator or Contractor must follow the approved plan 

 or permit, implement the best management practices (BMPs) and comply with 

 Erosion and  Sediment Control regulations (Chapter 102 regs). 

 

What? Approvals, permit(s), plans, paperwork, authorizations- when applicable. Require-

 ments vary based on area of disturbance involved and proximity to streams. 

 

When? Before work/project breaks ground or starts. 

 

Where? Property you own or are building on in Centre County.  

 

Why? Goal/Objective- Ultimately to protect the environment and its inhabitants, by  

  minimizing impacts (e.g., flooding) to properties, streams & water systems, as 

 well as nearby residents.  

 

How? Contact CCCD for guidance and approvals that may be needed/required. 

 

ALSO:  Please be aware, in addition to the above discussion of disturbance area 

 (based on the specific location of and proposed activity) - you may be  

  required to obtain other permits from: LOCAL Municipality, State, Federal, 

 or other agencies. Ultimately, it is your responsibility to find out- but we can 

 help you. CONTACT US. 

 

Other permit examples: 

 -Building Permit  

 -Occupancy Permit  

 -Land Development 

 -Chapter 105 stream encroachment Permit (are you near a stream or wetland?)   

 -Utilities    

 -Sewage/septic 
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Please Note:  The above illustration is not to scale and is approximate- for illustrative 

purposes only.  

ALSO, please be aware that an actual project area may not be a ñsquareò as depicted 

above for the 5000 sq. ft. (blue) and 1 acre (orange) - and can be any shape or combina-

tion of shapes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football field= 300ô long (between goal 

lines) and 160ô wide. Area is 48,000 

square feet (approx. 1.1 acre) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 acre= 43,560 square feet  

(approx. 208ô by 208ô) 

5000 square 

feet 

Approximately 

70ô by 70ô 
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Contact the Conservation 

District at (814) 355-6817 

or check out the Center for 

Dirt and Gravel Road 

Studies website at: 

www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu 

to learn more.  

Are you part of a 

public-road owning 

entity desiring to be 

ESM trained and 

therefore eligible for 

DGLVR funds?  

Dirt, Gravel and Low-Volume Roads Summary 

2018 was the 21st year for the Dirt, Gravel and Low-Volume Road Program (DGLVR). Through the 

program to date, Centre County has awarded over $1,000,000 in funding for Dirt, Gravel and Low-

Volume Road projects. Public-road owning entities (municipalities and other state or local public enti-

ties) may apply for grant monies; funding eligibility requires at least one individual who is responsible 

for project design and oversight to attend a two-day Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) 

for Dirt, Gravel and Low-Volume Roads training. ESM trainings are regularly held throughout the 

state and are offered at no-cost to public-road owning entities.   

The 2018 grant round saw an uptick in the number of grant requests submitted from eligible munici-

palities throughout the county. The Conservation Districtôs Quality Assurance Board (QAB) visited 

twenty-one (21) sites from ten (10) municipal applicants ï Benner, Boggs, Gregg, Penn, Union, Har-

ris, Potter, Huston Townships, Unionville Borough and Millheim Borough. The QAB recommended 

funding and the Districtôs Board of Directors approved funding totaling over $442,000 towards the 

following applications: 


